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ZI WAR CRIMINALS 
f SOUTH AMERICA 




by JACK ANDERSON 

Pir«de Washington cornespondent 



BUENOS AIRES > 

W HEN ADOLF ElCaMAMN WAS whisked off Ac 
gUcciti hy lOTcliOommandns, a shocked worid 
woke up to the fact that a mass murderer had been at 
large for 15 years. People found themselves asking; 
How many mote Fichmanns are still At liberty? How . 
many other war crtmiimlsaie posing as simj^cttizCTis 

wbflg gemaiiMngTOiinrf<w»:nfr heart? 

To find tibe answers, fahade sent idiis n^ioiter on 
an estenshrc tour of South America. I found Nazi, 
fugitives in Argentina, Brasil and Chile. Most wcte 
small fry, too inconseqiienHal to trouble the woriiTs 
conscience. But they led me to the bii^ of the world’s i 
most secret and smister coterie: die society of mass 
IdOers. 



While none quite approaches Kifhmafin in the scale 
of infamy, all can he classed as artists in atrocity, 
massacre and genocide. Amoag dicm th^ haive ac- 
counted for millions of innocent lives. HieyAie in 
dose touch with each other by a gnqievine that spans 
the South American- continent and reaches into die 
remotest parts of the pampas and jungle. 

The kidnapping of Fichmami jolted these Nazis 
and sent diem deeper into the nndeigroiuid. Sud- 
denly these cgi-huntos became the pursued; die ter- 
rorists became the terrorized. Only one — Hezbeit 
Cukurs with 32,000 massacred Jews diaiged against 
his past — ‘hded up in his home and pleaded for police 
piotiMtion. 

What manner of men bdopg to this macabre social 
code? F^um their inrin^ates 1 learned new facts 
about diem. Let’s he^ with Bop-eared, droofniig' 
nosed, handydegged Ekiimann, die man vdm once 
hoi^gltdi ^ win fagp into my grave lauding hecause 
the fedingdiatl have five million pe<^4^ on my con- 
sdeooe is a aouice d extraordinary satisfaotioii.’’ 



The Real Adolf Eichmaitn ' 




'Buenos Aires t®ce of Mercedes-Beiizl die,great Gm^ > 
man auto firm. He pietended to W a 1^ simple 
man — ^ r«de that wa$ neither new nor sttange to U 
Forat the height of his diabohcal career as head qf the 
GesUqio’s Jewish Secdqn,iie tried to.oonceal ^ ^ 

deixHis mission from die Genmm people by poring ^ 
a minor bureau!^ who neyei’ fose d^ 

Lieutenant Colonel. ^ ^ ^ 

But in the compaiy of JMs Nari pphorts^ was a 



led talk Then his eyes wmdd^ghdcr; comae, they 
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A¥foitiii 9 trial, ex«SS CotoiiBf Adolf Eichmann wos captured 
by Uraelb in Afpentina after 15-yeor world-wide manlwnt. 



Miseing since 1945, Mortin Eomionn, Hitler's political heir 
has been reported dead, but he is probably hiding in Brazil 



kne w ius'tme ideniity. Soeae in the Mercedes plant 
■ yfen ied to him openly^ respectfully as *1Qeir Ober- 
etnrinlNuinfuehrer^ -—.his old Nazi title. Onoe he loot 
his temper with a oolleagne, dropped his mild manner 
end sharl^; **You dirty. Jew!’* 

Nazi toadying to F.khmann, however, did not ex* 
tend Id financial he^. His home on a lonely xoad out' 
side Buenos Aires is nuKiest in tiie extreme — “built 
with his own hands," his biends claim. It has no eke- 
tndtyi no water except for an outside hand pump. 

I 

Man with a Cane 

.When he was kidnapped in broad daylight off the 
Avenue General Paz, his wife and four sons dis- 
appeared into biding. Now the boys have returned to 
|(d)s. They have discussed widi friends a desire 
their father’s trial in Tel Aviv. They cite the 
' Soviet example in peemittiDg the family of U-2 7>ilot 
Francis Gary Powers to attend his trial in Moscow. 

: ; But at this writing, die Eichmarin boys were still too 
- brightened to apply. 

^ the membns of Murder Unlimited 

' s no easy task. Those who know them and their 
;^;whereab<^^ are frozen-tongued. Within 24 hours of 
bhe 'flkdimann Iddnapping, for instance, a taII,Tiand- 
businessman dropped out of si^t- His 
^ respond with blank stares to inqukies about 

■tg-'W'-V _ - - . -■ 

Mengele, described by .^le -little 
;: v' ^ Frank as **the angel of extermina* 

^ ^ coDoentradon camp. With a wave 

nf ids cane, Mengele dedded which Jews^should go to 
tike gas chambers, whid should be used for medical 
experiments, which shoiild .be worked to death. 

lie was known as a crank on racialbiological re- 
search with particular interest in the hereditary basis 
who-resembled each other would 
‘ ' vj^^g^er md themylves^as 

Meii^e might J^paie their lives— so long" 
experiments 






wealthrhe aegoired a snuJl chem- 

did not praetkoe^medi-^ 
name-r*a 



eimdoflrtalU moved in good 
discussions on histoty mid.phil- 



tiunkingly. Hc^lold how Stalin had sought to c^ati 
perfect police by crossing Lithuanians with Kirghiz 
the first known fox strength and fearlessness, the 
ond for cunning, cruelty and indifference to hi 
life. Mengek said that the Nazis, too, had made 
cal, studies along these lines. 

. Another member of Ekhmaims cur^ was AmS 
: Pavelic, the terrible Nazi puppet boss of Croatia, whi 
died last spring on a visit to Madrid. During his rcigl 
over Croatia, a part of Yugoslavia, he set his Ustasn 
, stonn troopers, as ruthless as the ancient hoides a 
Attila die Hun, to terminate not only Jews buTtiv 
Serbian muuHrity as well. Their victims thei 
limbs torn off, eyes gouged out, skulk crushed wit! 
hammers. Wounded were sealed in caves with th< 
dead* 

The Italian author Coizio Malapaite le p o ris visit 
Ing Pavelic in his palace in Zagreb and noticing oi 
Ids desk a wideer basket filled with yvhat appeared U 
be shelled oysters. When Malapaite asked whetho 
tiiey were Dalmatian oysters, Pavelic replied grimly 
^ is a present from my loyal Ustatids. Forty pounA 
of human eyes." t 

Although Pavelic has gone to answer a Hlgfai^ 
Judgment, his devoted followers maintain a hea3 
-quarters here. His picture occupies the place of hong 
just inside the door, easily seen from the street. 



Nazis on the Lam 



1 



caus^ one former SS officer to comment _ secretary In' the German legation. 



lo^my. search for war xrimlnals, J pkrked up 
trails. EicJhmann’s former boss, the daddy hand ; 
GesUpo ddef Jffeiiiiidi Mueller, last seen in fijdcf 
bunker on April 29, 1945, lived secretly far a 
the mountains of Argentina’s Cordoba province-'B 
came here for a short stay, then moved soollHo Pa| 
gonia. The Esefamann kidnapping seared Idn^ ^ 
even in that remote territory. His trafl has no^ 

^ < Eichmimn^ epontopartin tiie^ari fc»e^ 
:Fraiu Rademacher, k^lso in South America. His 
appears on many documents relating to Jewish 
tions and d^>ortations. While awaiting sentence 
war crimiiial he escaped to Argeotipa." tiien 
^ die La Rlata River into Uruguay. He was last 
Montevideo where, hack in 1940, ^ had 



discussions with a friend was ovelr 
abOity to develop brilliant scientists 
J -^ho would be political morons willing to obey un- 



rs^wurage,’’ 



Far ^knvn |he totem pole fa sudi nuirderDus qq 
pany k fonHer SS Colonel Eugene Dolhnafa'^H 



Gestapo chief in Bonne. He has a mere 200 murdi 
credited to him. From reliable contacts, I learned tf 
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Ncm puppet. Dr. Ante Povelic, wo$ boss of Crootio, oUe^eO' 
ty cdlected human eye&. He died recently on o vnit to Spain. 



he is now living in this country under another name. 

But mort fascinating of aliaie the iiqpocts that Mar* 
tin Bormann, Hitkr's private secfr^iiyl^^ 
parent, is still aliye in South America* My search for 
him apparently triggered the egafement that led 
Argentine police to pick up his double, one-araied 
Walter Flegel, who turned out to be merely a minor 
^Gennan refugee. 

Bonnann was with Hitler and his mistiess, Eva 
Braun, during their Ust hours m the Beriin bunker. 
After HitlcT's death, Bonnann sent-a telegrain saying 
he was on his way to join Admiral Doenitz, then 
negotiating surrender. But Bormann never readied 
Doenitz. According to Hitler s chauffeur, Bonnann 
was killed when a Russian bazooka hit the tank.be 
was following through Berlin’s Ziegelstrasse. 

The Great Bonnann Mystery 

This testimony was given at the Nuremberg trials 
and was repeated by Nazis 1 met in Soudi America. 
But 1 found their jierfonnance too pat to be con- 
vincing. Other sources, which I believe to be reliable, 
were equally definite in declaring -that Hitler’s hpir 
had been planning his escape for montlu. When the 
end came, they say, he commandeered two sqb- 
marines for a lop-secret voyage to Argentina. One was 
the U-530, which he boarded widi his family. 

My pursuit of the Bonnann rumors led to MOton 
Canto, introduced as a completely responsible person, 
who plans to settle on a cattle randi in the int^nr of 
Brazil, told me he was pos^ve he l^d seen Bev*" 
mann at a settlement called Xavantina in Gmas Stete,^ 
Brazfl., He claimed Bormann’s fratures wei^ stil] 
recogiiizable, thou^ aged. He^ was flanked, said 
Canto, by two bodyguards. When ^Canio askedabout 
the mystery man, he was told the man^s name was 
Hermann Meng. 

« BraziTs efficient political police pooh-poohed this 
story* They described Xavantina as an airstrip on the 
fpdge of^die jungle and said only Indians lived around 
diere. Whoever Hermann Meng is, ‘he was now 
ished |is if whisked to Ae moon. " ^ 

Ano&er reliable source, who asked not to be identi' 
fied, has seen papers said to be written by Bonnann. 
These papers were shown to Bonnanns son, Martin 
}r,, who becai^ a Catholic priest in in 19SB. 

He identified handwriting as Aat of his father. 

The last of the alleged war criminals still in the 
open is Heri>ert Cukors, a stodky, muscular 
whom I tnudeed down outside Sao AoiWEynwit* 

Continued tmfagit 9 
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t. Max Kairfmorm, 6?, of Now Yoii, wrote book about 
of ^2,00Q Latv^n Jew^ He remembers Cukurs well 



Accused, Cukvry po»es with bodyguords at Brozilkui h 
He osked police protection after Uroelis captured Bdie 



VrAR CRIIItNALS continued 



The Nazis are in hiding-but their viet 



nesses dhiurge he took a leading part in the massacre 
of 32,000 Jews in Riga in 1041, They bhum he was ^ 
like fh^-hand man to Viktor Ajars, chief of the pro- 
Nazi Ferkonknist (Thunder Chess) Party. IVhen the . 
Carmans moved in, Ajars and Cukurs allegedly were 
' givenihe job of liquidating all Jews. The Riga ^letto 
: Was cmdoned dff, city buses hauled Jews to a near*by 
forest for execution, 

^ Witnesses declare that Cukurs, for variety, barri- 
burned some Jews in their own synagogues, 
affidavits charge ffiat they saw him durow chil' 
dren into the flames. At night,, they assert, he also 
barged into the homes of defenseless Jews and abused 
. their daughters. The affidavits give names and dates. 

^ Kaufmann, today a balding man of 63 vdio 
lives in New York, wrote a book on the extermination 
" of Latvia, of whom only 850 of 100,000 

vgre believed to have survived. Kaufmann's first wife 
Iwas 32,000 :dctims slaughtered during 

/ *She 10 bloody days” in 1941, His only son, who like 
l||m was saved because he was doing forced' labor, was 
- ^ot by the Nazis two years later, ^when he was 1 7, - 
♦ y ^nfmann ^x 1"*^**^ «f Cukius, whotD he rtmem; 
ben ieeing tbe first day of the slau^iter, is sharply 
..: ;:drawn^ was big and arrogant— lie had on a black 

leather coat and ww a big pirtofat bis side. I recog- 
> 2^jnized him welUoiown aviator^ 

vidio^picture had been in the newspapers.” 

‘ V Ws^l-pacWnVlJrtvw 

■;bp!^r y k w cd in New York, Jbuifmann fouijd it diifi- 

^ knew lum pn-v 

^ . i the old oiMmby. He was a cold-blooded 

no feelings about IcQliag one person or 
^ remains. 

m i came here,” he w^t 

and his agents; 
here in' New York. I know 

stffi likes to wear hu leather iad he 

in a trim Spanish bungalow ; 
» faihki^bW lAcride ffw 
face widi the scourge of Riga. After the Eichmann 



kidnapping, this one-tune daredevil pilot ond aDe] 
Nazi executioner begged die Sao Paulo policae for f 
tectioii. Two .armed guards are at his dooc-day i 
ni^t. As added insurance, he never moves with 
diat pistol. As we talked, its barrel peeped from 
hip pockeL 

Cukurs escaped from Latvia with the retreat 
German army, set up his family in a home on 
Rhine, then established himself in a fiat in Bei 
near his work as an aircraft engineer. He recalls wi 
that his apartment was fait three times by ARicd hoo} 

When the end came, he made his way to Marseil 
then to Rio de Janeiro. Jewish leaders susj>ect he cfa 
Brazil because no known survivors of die Riga n 
- sacre were in that country. But if his purpose wa< 
avoid recognidon, he faikd. Less dian four man 
after his surival in November 1945, an alert Jew 
representative in Stockholm tipped off Jewish lea^ 
in Brazil that Cukurs was in their country. 

It was throe years, however, befme Cukurs i 
ioond. He was operating a pleasure boat conoess 
on a lake in Rio, Jewish youths incketed the |di 
When Cukors applied for Brazilian citizeiisliip, 
Jewish community successfully blo<dced Jbim.' > ^ 

Then he^^dropped out of si^bt until the Ei^nu 
llddnapping mid the appeal for police ^peoCectiop 
Vealediiis presence near Sao Paulo. He dpepatcf tl 
seaplanes, giving joy rides to yacadoiiers..But a l 
^.mer SS major confided to me that the phmes w 
also ^'probably” used fm whisking nervousNazis \ 
the iiAerior where Cukurs ownsHwo smaB m p d 
. Tliese give him an excuse for flying inlaiidl; 

A curious feature of Cukurs* characto^i^l 
saved a Jewish girl's life and brought her pid gf J 
wbh his family. She is Miriam Kmtzner, imw nii|n 
" to a Jewish doctor in Rio. Cukurs cites her 
that he couU not have been guilty of atrocf|to. 

' die Jews. Yet in light of the scores of affi^^^^l^ 
him,'lhe obvious question is: did Cukurs salve 
life in order to protect his own by using fier as aj 
,tomen7? - . 



- That he capabk of this kind nf ^ 

gested by an equally curious fact He^iind ^ w 
both In their sixties, suddenly produced a Rmiyili 
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bom child after their other children (:two 5ons ^d a 
daughter) were grown. The suspicion is diat Cukurs 
may have picked up the boy from amongBrazil's home- 
less waifs and claimed him as his own. The Brazilians 
are very sentimental and .would be less likely ^to extra*^ 
dite Cukurs if he could claim a son bom in the country. 

1 reached Cukurs^ home on the Faulista Riviera 
after a limg jeep ride over dirt roads* The two polioe- 
men on guard took my White House press card in to 
him. 1 caught a glimpse of him studying me caiefnDy 
from the back yard. He strolled to the gate. 

he said, ^you have come to see the great war 
criminal?’* His smOe was defensive, pleading, like a 
silent whine. Then he demanded; ^Are you Jewish?” 

When 1 said I was not, he grunted, ”A11 and 

waved me through the gate, in broken English, ner- 
vously fingering his black, heavy-rimmed glasses, he 
launched into a rebuttal of the charges against him. 
He palled out tattered yellowing documents, which 
he claimed proved his innoceiice. 



The Plea of Innocence 






Mystery boy. Who turned up in Cukun home lecentfy, nestles 
o^ainst ex-Nad. The child may be a plea for sympathy. 






It was the }ews,^aid Cukurs, not he, who had com- 
mitted atrocities. When the Russians first overran 
Latvia, he. charged, the Jews helped them to mas- 
sacre Latvians. -Most Latvians had looked upon the 
Germans as liberators, ahd he himself had led a band 
of Latvia partisans to help die Germans, be said. 
Later, be insist^ he was both anti-German and anti- 
Russian. ^ 

Cukurs* jnanner was amiable^nough, though al- 
ways defensive. He made no atteii^it to hide his bitter- - 
ness against the Jews. Finally he declared: *1 do not 
iheblood of Jews on my Imnds.” He also denied 
the Latvian Perkonkrust Party. 
'He i^]ainl^his only contact widi A jars, its kadcc, had ' 

^ Jieen tbrepair some trucks. was too bu^ 
and Je^Idiling,” he said. < . 

- But die «flBdavits against him, impressive in dieir 
^det^ tell a different story. Anodier thing is clear, and , 
ft d^n^^ seed die policemen at hif door or die jHStol 
bn Ids to emphasize it. Herbert Gukun is a Very 

So are die odier ez-Nazis. " ^ • 
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